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II. Resolutions and decisions adopted by the Sub-Commission 
at its fifty-seventh session 

A.  Resolutions 

2005/21. Housing and property restitution for refugees 
and displaced persons 

 The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 

 Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights, the 

1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, and other relevant 

international instruments on human rights and humanitarian law, 

 Recalling its resolution 1998/26 of 26 August 1998 on housing and property restitution in 

the context of the return of refugees and internally displaced persons, its decision 2001/122 of 

16 August 2001 on the return of refugees’ or displaced persons’ property, its resolution 2002/30 

of 15 August 2002 on the right to return of refugees and internally displaced persons, its 

resolution 2002/7 of 14 August 2002 on housing and property restitution in the context of 

refugees and other displaced persons, its resolution 2003/17 of 13 August 2003 on prohibition of 

forced evictions, its resolution 2003/18 of 13 August 2003 on housing and property restitution, 

and its resolution 2004/2 of 9 August 2004 on housing and property restitution, 

 Recalling also Commission on Human Rights decision 2003/109 of 24 April 2003 on 

housing and property restitution in the context of the return of refugees and internally displaced 

persons and resolution 2004/28 of 16 April 2004 on prohibition of forced evictions, 

 Convinced that the right to housing, land and property restitution is essential to the 

resolution of conflict and to post-conflict peacebuilding, safe and sustainable return and the 

establishment of the rule of law, and that careful monitoring of restitution programmes, on the 

part of international organizations and affected States is indispensable to ensuring their effective 

implementation, 

 1. Urges States to ensure the right of all refugees and displaced persons to return 

and have restored to them any housing, land and/or property of which they were arbitrarily or 
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unlawfully deprived, and to develop effective and expeditious legal, administrative and other 

procedures to ensure the free and fair exercise of this right, including fair and effective 

mechanisms designed to implement this right; 

 2. Reiterates that States should neither adopt nor apply laws that prejudice the 

restitution process, in particular through arbitrary, discriminatory, or otherwise unjust 

abandonment laws or statutes of limitations; 

 3. Affirms that all refugees and displaced persons have the right to full and effective 

compensation as an integral component of the restitution process; 

 4. Welcomes the final report of the Special Rapporteur, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, on 

housing and property restitution in the context of the return of refugees and internally displaced 

persons (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/17), containing the Principles on Housing and Property Restitution 

for Refugees and Displaced Persons as well as the explanatory notes on the Principles 

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/17/Add.1); 

 5. Endorses the Principles on Housing and Property Restitution for Refugees and 

Displaced Persons and encourages their application and implementation by States, 

intergovernmental organizations and other relevant actors; 

 6. Requests Mr. Pinheiro to compile and update the study on housing and property 

restitution for refugees and internally displaced persons so that it can be published in one volume 

as part of Human Rights Study Series, in all the official languages of the United Nations; 

 7. Decides to request the Secretariat to transmit the Principles on Housing and 

Property Restitution (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/17) and the Explanatory Notes to the Principles 

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/17/Add.1) to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

and other United Nations treaty monitoring bodies and to regional human rights bodies, so as to 

assure their wide dissemination; 

 8. Recommends the following draft decision to the Commission on Human Rights 

for adoption: 
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 “The Commission on Human Rights, recalling its decision 2003/109 of 

24 April 2003 on housing and property restitution in the context of the return of refugees 

and internally displaced persons, recalling also its resolution 2004/28 of 16 April 2004 on 

prohibition of forced evictions, and taking note of resolution 2005/21 of 11 August 2005 

of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, endorses the 

request by the Sub-Commission that Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro compile and update the study 

on housing and property restitution for refugees and internally displaced persons, and that 

the full study, entitled ‘The right to housing and property restitution for refugees and 

other displaced persons’, be published as part of the Human Rights Study Series, in all 

the official languages of the United Nations, and recommends the following draft 

decision to the Economic and Social Council for adoption: 

 ‘The Economic and Social Council, recalling Sub-Commission 

resolution 2005/21 of 11 August 2005 and taking note of Commission on 

Human Rights decision 2006/… of … April 2006, approves the request that 

Mr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro compile and update the study on housing and property 

restitution for refugees and internally displaced persons and that the full study, 

entitled “The right to housing and property restitution for refugees and other 

displaced persons” be published in all official languages of the United Nations 

as part of the Human Rights Study Series, and requests the Secretary-General 

to provide all assistance necessary for the compilation and publication of the 

updated study.’” 

20th meeting 
11 August 2005 

[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. VI.] 

2005/22.  Discrimination based on work and descent 

 The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 

 Reaffirming its resolution 2000/4 of 11 August 2000, in which it declared that 

discrimination based on work and descent is a form of discrimination prohibited by international 

human rights law, 
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 Acknowledging the constitutional, legislative and administrative measures taken by 

some States to abolish practices of discrimination based on work and descent, as outlined in the 

expanded working paper on this topic submitted by Asbjørn Eide and Yozo Yokota 

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2004/31), 

 Concerned that discrimination based on work and descent affects communities in many 

regions of the world, 

 Noting the need for further study on this topic, and for the formulation of principles and 

guidelines for the elimination of discrimination based on work and descent, 

 1. Urges concerned States to ensure that all necessary constitutional, legislative and 

administrative measures, including appropriate forms of affirmative action and public education 

programmes, are in place to prevent and redress discrimination based on work and descent, and 

that such measures are respected and implemented by all State authorities at all levels; 

 2. Welcomes that preliminary report on discrimination based on work and descent 

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/30) of the Special Rapporteurs, Yozo Yokota and Chin-Sung Chung, 

which stresses that the practice of discrimination based on work and descent is a serious 

violation of human rights and human dignity and concludes that “in order to eradicate this type 

of discrimination, it is essential that the Governments concerned (a) acknowledge the existence 

of such discrimination; (b) conduct a survey to determine the extent and nature of such 

discrimination; (c) prohibit any act of discrimination based on work and descent; (d) punish 

offenders; (e) educate and train Government officials, including law enforcement officers; 

(f) raise public awareness of the issue; (g) provide effective protection and remedies to the 

victims of this type of discrimination; (h) take other measures, including affirmative action and 

special budgetary allocations, to eliminate such discrimination; 

 3. Approves the Special Rapporteurs’ proposal to send the questionnaire annexed 

to the preliminary report, with improvements to be made taking into account in particular the 

comments and suggestions expressed during the discussions at the present session of the 

Sub-Commission, to Governments, national human rights institutions, relevant United Nations 

bodies and specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations; 
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 4. Requests the recipients of the questionnaire to respond in a timely and 

constructive manner; 

 5. Endorses the Special Rapporteurs’ proposals to hold a general consultation 

in Geneva in mid-March/April 2006 and to organize, if funding is available, two regional 

workshops, one in Asia and the other in Africa, sometime before the fifty-eighth session of 

the Sub-Commission; 

 6. Requests the Special Rapporteurs to reflect the results of the questionnaire, the 

general consultation and the regional workshops as well as of their analyses in the progress 

report to be submitted to the Sub-Commission at its fifty-eighth session; 

 7. Also requests the Special Rapporteurs to continue to work on the drafting of a 

set of principles and guidelines for the effective elimination of discrimination based on work 

and descent, addressing all relevant actors, including Governments, local authorities, private 

sector entities, schools, religious institutions and the media, based on existing applicable 

standards and best practices and taking into account the framework proposed in the expanded 

working paper on discrimination based on work and descent submitted by Asbjørn Eide and 

Yozo Yokota; 

 8. Encourages the Special Rapporteurs to undertake this study in cooperation 

and collaboration with relevant treaty bodies and United Nations organs, agencies and 

mandates, including the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the 

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 

related intolerance, the International Labour Organization and the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization, and in consultation with representatives of affected 

communities; 

 9. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights to provide the Special Rapporteurs with all the assistance necessary to enable 

them to accomplish this task; 
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 10. Decides to continue consideration of this question at its fifty-eighth session under 

the same agenda item. 

20th meeting 
11 August 2005 

[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. VII.] 

2005/23.  Working Group on Indigenous Populations 

 The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 

 Reaffirming the urgent need to recognize, promote and protect more effectively the rights 

of indigenous peoples, including their human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

 Mindful of the relevant recommendations adopted by the World Conference on Human 

Rights in 1993, in particular those contained in Part I, paragraph 20, and Part II, paragraphs 28 

to 32, of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, 

 Mindful also of the relevant recommendations adopted by the World Conference against 

Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance in 2001, 

 Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/34 of 7 May 1982, in which the 

Council authorized the Sub-Commission to establish annually a working group on indigenous 

populations, 

 Taking note with deep appreciation of the report of the Working Group on Indigenous 

Populations on its twenty-third session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/26) and, in particular, of its 

conclusions and recommendations, 

 Welcoming the ample discussions in the Working Group during its twenty-third session 

under its twofold mandate:  the review of developments pertaining to the promotion and 

protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people, including the main 

theme, “Indigenous peoples and the international and domestic protection of traditional 

knowledge”, and standard-setting, as well as on cooperation with other United Nations bodies in 

the sphere of indigenous issues, 
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 Stressing its deep concern at the still-visible sequels of the colonial era that continue 

to adversely affect the living conditions of indigenous peoples in various parts of the world, 

 Recalling once again Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/30 

of 5 March 1993, in which the Commission recommended to all thematic rapporteurs, special 

representatives, independent experts and working groups to pay special attention, within the 

framework of their mandates, to the situation of indigenous peoples, 

 Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolutions 2004/57 and 2004/58 

of 20 April 2004 and Economic and Social Council decision 2004/264 of 22 July 2004, 

 Noting with disappointment that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights could not implement the request in Sub-Commission resolution 2004/15 

of 9 August 2004 to organize, if possible in 2005, a workshop on indigenous peoples and conflict 

resolution and prevention, 

 Taking into account, in the context of the ongoing process of reform of the 

United Nations human rights bodies recently launched at the initiative of the Secretary-General, 

the deep interest in the continuation of its Working Group of Indigenous Populations repeatedly 

expressed by a large number of Governments and the representatives and caucuses of indigenous 

peoples in a large number of meetings held both within and outside the United Nations system, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2003/29 of 14 August 2003 and 2004/14 and 2004/15 

of 9 August 2004, 

 1. Expresses its deep appreciation to all members of the Working Group who 

attended its twenty-third session for the important and constructive work accomplished during 

the session and for the new working methods introduced with the purpose of facilitating a more 

interactive dialogue during its annual sessions; 

 2. Reiterates its view - now in the context of the ongoing process of reform of the 

United Nations human rights activities, bodies and mechanisms recently initiated by the 

Secretary-General - that in reviewing the activities, bodies and mechanisms relating to 

indigenous peoples, account should be taken of the fact that the mandates of the Working Group 

on Indigenous Populations, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and 
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fundamental freedoms of indigenous people and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues are 

clearly distinct and complementary and that consequently none of these three bodies should be 

discontinued, and invites its superior bodies to endorse this view in the light of the already 

established cooperation among the three mechanisms; 

 3. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the report of the Working Group on its 

twenty-third session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/26) to the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, indigenous organizations, Governments and concerned intergovernmental and 

non governmental organizations, to the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund 

for Indigenous Populations, as well as to the Commission on Human Rights at its sixty-first 

session, all thematic rapporteurs, special representatives, independent experts and working 

groups existing as special procedures under the authority of the Commission, and to all the 

treaty bodies; 

 4. Reiterates its invitation to the treaty bodies and all thematic special procedures to 

advise the Working Group on how they take into account, in their work and in accordance with 

their respective mandates, the promotion and protection of indigenous peoples’ rights and in this 

context further invites them to take duly into account paragraphs 3 and 4 of Commission on 

Human Rights resolution 2004/58 of 20 April 2004; 

 5. Requests the current Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group to make an 

oral presentation to the thirteenth annual meeting of special rapporteurs/representatives, 

independent experts and Chairpersons of working groups of the special procedures of the 

Commission of Human Rights to substantiate the need for further cooperation between the 

special procedures and the Working Group and to propose possible modalities for further 

developing this much-needed cooperation; 

 6. Reiterates its recommendation that the Working Group, upon request, cooperate 

as a body of experts in any conceptual clarification or analysis that might assist the open-ended 

intersessional working group established by the Commission in its resolution 1995/32 

of 3 March 1995 to complete as soon as possible the final version of the draft United Nations 

declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples; 
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 7. Decides to authorize the Working Group to make available to the Permanent 

Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms of indigenous people, upon their specific request, the information 

provided by representatives of Governments and indigenous peoples during the annual general 

debate on its agenda item 4 (“Review of developments”), as a specific step towards further 

cooperation with other bodies with specific mandates related to the situation of indigenous 

peoples;   

 8. Requests the Working Group to continue exploring ways and means to further 

strengthen its cooperation with the Permanent Forum and the Special Rapporteur;  

 9. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to endorse the participation for 

one week of the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group at the fifth session of the 

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in 2006, as recommended by the Working Group 

(see E/CN.4/2005/26, para. 120), to enable him to present the report of the Working Group on its 

twenty-third session, and to recommend to the Economic and Social Council to approve such 

participation; 

 10. Decides that the Working Group at its twenty-fourth session shall adopt as the 

principal theme “Utilization of indigenous peoples’ lands by non-indigenous authorities, 

groups or individuals for military purposes”, and that the Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights shall invite all relevant organizations and departments of the United Nations 

system to provide information on this subject and, if possible, to participate actively in the 

debates on this matter at the Working Group; 

 11. Decides that the Working Group’s agenda for its twenty-fourth session would 

be as follows:  1. Election of officers; 2. Adoption of the agenda; 3. Organization of work; 

4. Review of developments:  (a) General debate; (b) Principal theme:  “Utilization of indigenous 

peoples’ lands by non-indigenous authorities, groups or individuals for military purposes”; 

(c) Indigenous peoples and conflict prevention and resolution; 5. Standard-setting:  (a) Future 

priorities for standard-setting activities; (b) Possible new studies to be undertaken; 6. Other 

matters:  (a) Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People; (b) Cooperation 

with other United Nations bodies; (c) Follow-up to the World Conference against Racism, Racial 
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Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance; (d) State of the Voluntary Fund for 

Indigenous Populations; (e) The draft United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous 

peoples (update); 7. The human rights situation of States and territories threatened with 

extinction for environmental reasons with particular reference to indigenous peoples; 

8. Adoption of the report; 

 12. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare an annotated agenda for the 

twenty-fourth session of the Working Group on the basis of paragraph 11 of the present 

resolution; 

 13. Invites the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, after consultation 

with the Chairperson-Rapporteur, to inform participants at the twenty-fourth session of the 

Working Group about the organization of issues under agenda item 4 in advance of the session, 

in order to facilitate a more active dialogue among the various participants; 

 14. Requests the Working Group to continue to review, if necessary at its 

twenty-fourth session, under draft agenda item 5 (“Standard-setting”), the revised draft principles 

and guidelines on the heritage of indigenous people elaborated by Erica-Irene Daes 

(E/CN.4/1995/26, annex) and the issue of free, prior and informed consent; 

 15. Calls upon all States to give specific attention to the promotion and protection of 

the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and to ensure that the principle of free, prior and 

informed consent is fully applied when protecting their traditional knowledge in their relations 

with non-indigenous sections of the population; 

 16. Requests Miguel Alfonso Martínez to submit, if possible to the twenty-fourth 

session of the Working Group under draft agenda item 4 (c), the additional working paper 

requested by the Sub-Commission in resolution 2004/15 of 9 August 2004 on the issue of 

indigenous peoples and conflict prevention and resolution; 

 17. Invites all States to submit to the Working Group at its twenty-fourth session any 

information they deem fit to provide on the mechanisms for conflict resolution and prevention 



 E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/L.11/Add.2 
 page 13 
 
available to indigenous peoples living under their jurisdiction, in case of existing or potential 

conflict situations based on the exercise of their rights in their relations with non-indigenous 

entities or individuals;  

 18. Requests the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to forward, as 

soon as possible, to the Coordinator for the Second International Decade of the World’s 

Indigenous People annex IV to the Working Group’s report on its twenty-third session 

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/26) containing the list of activities suggested by the Working Group for 

possible inclusion in the programme of action of the Second Decade to be submitted to the 

General Assembly for consideration at its sixtieth session;   

 19. Endorses once again the recommendation of the Working Group to request the 

Office of the High Commissioner to organize a workshop on indigenous peoples and conflict 

resolution and prevention and, to this effect, to take the necessary steps to include in the budget 

for the 2006-2007 biennium the required appropriations so as to secure the holding of such a 

workshop in Geneva not later than the fall of 2007;  

 20. Decides, in view of the discussions that took place under the principal theme of its 

twenty-third session, to invite the Office of the High Commissioner to organize in the spring 

of 2006, as a matter of priority and in consultation with the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the 

Working Group, a second workshop on indigenous peoples, mining and other private sector 

companies and human rights, with a view to preparing guidelines based on respect for the 

cultures, traditions and the cultural heritage of indigenous peoples, and for the principle of free, 

prior and informed consent; 

 21. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Mascwachis Cree Nation’s Elders and 

Chiefs for their formal announcement confirming their hosting of the United Nations seminar 

referred to in Sub-Commission resolution 2004/15 on “Possible ways and means to implement 

treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between States and indigenous 

peoples”, to be held from 25 to 27 September 2006 in their traditional lands under Treaty 6 in 

Canada, in accordance with the invitation extended by them during the twenty-second session 

and already formally accepted by the Working Group (see E/CN.4/Sub.2/2004/28, para. 118); 
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 22. Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to establish as soon as possible the 

necessary cooperation with the indigenous organizers of the seminar mentioned in the preceding 

paragraph so as to ensure the full organizational and technical preparation as well as the 

successful holding of this important event; 

 23. Welcomes the invitation extended to the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working 

Group by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the Office for 

Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Children’s Fund to participate in the 

Workshop on Indigenous Traditional Knowledge recommended by the Permanent Forum at its 

fourth session, to be held in Panama City from 21 to 23 September 2005, and decides to 

authorize his participation in representation of the Working Group;  

 24. Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to submit to the Working Group at 

its twenty-fourth session an updated compilation of all studies, reports and other research work 

on the situation of the rights of indigenous peoples, including their human rights, that have been 

carried out and completed since 1982 by the diverse United Nations bodies with a mandate 

specifically related to indigenous issues, as well as those currently being undertaken by those 

same bodies; to serve as a point of reference for the Working Group in its future research action, 

so as to avoid duplication of work; 

 25. Requests Mr. Alfonso Martínez to prepare, without financial implications, a 

working paper on the present-day sequels of the colonial era that continue to adversely affect the 

living conditions of indigenous peoples in various parts of the world, to be submitted to the 

Working Group at its twenty-fifth session and to the Sub-Commission at its fifty-ninth session; 

 26. Appeals to all Governments, indigenous peoples, governmental and 

non-governmental organizations and other potential donors in a position to do so to contribute 

generously in 2006 to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations and the 

Voluntary Fund for the Second Decade of the World’s Indigenous People; 

 27. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to request the Economic and Social 

Council to authorize 10 meetings for the Working Group on Indigenous Populations prior to the 

fifty-eighth session of the Sub-Commission in 2006; 



 E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/L.11/Add.2 
 page 15 
 
 28. Recommends to the Commission on Human Rights the following draft decision 

for adoption: 

 “The Commission on Human Rights, taking note of resolution 2005/20 

of 10 August 2005 of the Sub Commission on the Promotion and Protection of 

Human Rights, endorses the Sub-Commission’s request that the Economic and Social 

Council authorize 10 meetings for the Working Group on Indigenous Populations prior to 

the fifty-eighth session of the Sub-Commission in 2006.” 

20th meeting 
11 August 2005 

[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. VII.] 

2005/24.  Discrimination against leprosy victims and their families 

 The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 

 Recalling article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which stipulates that 

all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, 

 Recalling also article 2 of the Universal Declaration, which provides that everyone is 

entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein without distinction of any kind, such as 

race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, 

birth or other status, 

 Recalling further article 5 of the Universal Declaration, which provides that no one shall 

be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 

 Concerned that millions of people suffer from discrimination resulting from physical and 

mental illness or handicap, 

 Concerned in particular that tens of millions of people suffer not only from leprosy 

as a disease, which is scientifically and medically proven to be curable and manageable, but 

also from political, legal, economic or social discrimination and isolation as a result of 

misunderstanding and indifference, and lack of legislative or administrative measures to prohibit 

such discrimination and to protect and remedy the victims, 



E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/L.11/Add.2 
page 16 
 
 1. Welcomes with appreciation the preliminary working paper on discrimination 

against leprosy victims and their families submitted by Yozo Yokota (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/WP.1); 

 2. Endorses all the conclusions and recommendations contained in the working 

paper; 

 3. Requests Governments, if they have not yet done so, to abolish legislation that 

requires forced institutionalization of leprosy patients and to provide effective, prompt and free 

treatment to leprosy patients on an outpatient basis if they so wish; 

 4. Also requests Governments to provide appropriate remedies to former patients 

forcibly hospitalized in a sanatorium, colony, hospital or community; 

 5. Further requests Governments to immediately prohibit discrimination of any type 

against leprosy victims and their families; 

 6. Encourages Governments to make every effort to include leprosy education in 

school curricula so as to give correct information about leprosy and leprosy patients and their 

families and prevent discrimination against them; 

 7. Endorses the proposal to organize, if funding is available, regional seminars to 

hear the views and experiences directly from the former patients and their families as well as 

doctors, social workers, experts, non-governmental organizations and governmental officials 

concerned; 

 8. Decides to appoint Yozo Yokota as Special Rapporteur with the task of preparing 

a comprehensive study on discrimination against leprosy victims and their families, and requests 

the Special Rapporteur to submit a preliminary report to the Sub-Commission at its fifty-eighth 

session, a progress report at its fifty-ninth session and a final report at its sixtieth session; 

 9. Requests the Special Rapporteur to enter into dialogue with the relevant entities, 

including the World Health Organization, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Special Rapporteur on the right 

to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and the Committee on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights; 
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 10. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights to provide the Special Rapporteur with all the assistance necessary to enable him 

to accomplish this task; 

 11. Recommends the following draft decision to the Commission on Human Rights 

for adoption: 

 “The Commission on Human Rights, taking note of resolution 2005/24 

of 11 August 2005 of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human 

Rights, approves the decision of the Sub-Commission to appoint Yozo Yokota 

Special Rapporteur with the task of preparing a comprehensive study on discrimination 

against leprosy victims and their families, on the basis of his preliminary working paper 

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/WP.1) and the comments made during the fifty-seventh session of 

the Sub-Commission, and to submit a preliminary report to the Sub-Commission at its 

fifty-eighth session, a progress report at its fifty-ninth session and a final report at its 

sixtieth session. 

 “The Commission also approves the proposal endorsed by the Sub-Commission 

to organize, if funding is available, regional seminars to hear the views and experiences 

directly from the former patients and their families as well as doctors, social workers, 

experts, non-governmental organizations and governmental officials concerned. 

 “The Commission further approves the request that the Secretary-General and the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights provide the Special Rapporteur 

with all the assistance necessary to enable him to accomplish this task.” 

 12. Decides to continue consideration of this question at its fifty-eighth session under 

the same agenda item. 

20th meeting 
11 August 2005 

[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. VII.] 
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2005/25. Technical cooperation and capacity-building for the 
promotion and protection of human rights 

 The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 

 Recognizing the importance of technical cooperation and capacity-building for the 

promotion and protection of human rights, 

 Seeking to facilitate and promote the inclusion of economic, social and cultural rights in 

technical cooperation in the field of human rights, 

 Taking into account the working paper submitted by Gudmundur Alfredsson and 

Ibrahim Salama (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/41) in accordance with Sub-Commission 

decision 2004/115 of 12 August 2004, 

 1. Decides to appoint Gudmundur Alfredsson and Ibrahim Salama as 

Special Rapporteurs with the task of preparing a comprehensive study with a focus on 

how best to include economic, social and cultural rights in international, regional and 

bilateral technical cooperation in the field of human rights; 

 2. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteurs with all the 

assistance necessary to accomplish their task; 

 3. Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 

the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Children’s Fund and other 

United Nations bodies and specialized agencies to respond favourably to queries from the 

Special Rapporteurs; 

 4. Recommends the following draft decision to the Commission on Human Rights 

for adoption: 

 “The Commission on Human Rights, taking note of resolution 2005/25 

of 11 August 2005 of Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of 

Human Rights, decides to endorse the decision of the Sub-Commission to appoint 

Gudmundur Alfredsson and Ibrahim Salama as Special Rapporteurs on economic, 

social and cultural rights in technical cooperation in the field of human rights, based 
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on their working paper (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/41) and the comments made thereon at the 

fifty-seventh session of the Sub-Commission.  The Commission also endorses the 

request to the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteurs with the necessary 

assistance as well as the request to relevant actors in the United Nations system to 

respond to queries from the Special Rapporteurs.” 

20th meeting 
11 August 2005 

[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. VIII.] 

2005/26.  World Programme for Human Rights Education 

 The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2003/5 of 13 August 2003 and 2004/18 of 12 August 2004, 

 Reaffirming article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in accordance with 

which education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 

strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

 Convinced that human rights education is a key to changing attitudes and behaviour 

based on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and to promoting 

tolerance and respect for diversity in societies, 

 Convinced that human rights education is a long-term and lifelong process by which all 

people at all levels of development and in all strata of society learn respect for the dignity of 

others, and that human rights education significantly contributes to promoting equality and 

sustainable development, preventing conflict and human rights violations and enhancing 

participation and democratic processes, with a view to developing societies in which all human 

rights of all are valued and respected, 

 Reaffirming the need for continued actions at the international level to support national 

efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by the year 2015, in particular universal 
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access to basic education for all, including human rights education, and for human rights 

education as a means of empowering groups suffering discrimination, particularly women and 

the poor, 

 Recognizing the invaluable and creative role that non-governmental and 

community-based organizations play in the promotion and protection of human rights by 

disseminating public information and engaging in human rights education, especially at the 

grass-roots level and in remote and rural communities, and taking into account their concern 

regarding the continuation of activities undertaken during the United Nations Decade for 

Human Rights Education, 1995-2004, 

 Recalling the views expressed in the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights to the Commission on Human Rights on the achievements and shortcomings of 

the Decade and on future activities in this area (E/CN.4/2004/93), and the views expressed in the 

report of the High Commissioner to the Commission on the follow-up to the Decade 

(E/CN.4/2003/101) as to the need to continue a global framework for human rights education 

beyond the Decade in order to ensure a priority focus on human rights education within the 

international agenda, provide a common collective framework for action for all relevant actors, 

support existing programmes and provide an incentive for the development of new ones, as well 

as enhance partnership and cooperation at all levels, 

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 58/181 of 22 December 2003, in which the 

Assembly decided to dedicate a plenary meeting during its fifty-ninth session on the occasion of 

Human Rights Day, 10 December 2004, to review the achievements of the Decade and to discuss 

possible future activities for the enhancement of human rights education, 

 Recalling also Commission on Human Rights resolution 2004/71 of 15 April 2004 and 

Economic and Social Council decision 2004/268 of 22 July 2004 recommending that the 

General Assembly proclaim at its fifty-ninth session a world programme for human rights 

education to begin on 1 January 2005, structured in consecutive phases, the first phase of which 

will focus on primary and secondary school systems on the basis of plan of action to be prepared 


